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A Note from

JULIE
POTTER
Director,  
ODC Theater

At ODC Theater, we’re in the practice of dreaming the culture forward with artists. Of modeling new ways of being 
together, and becoming responsible to what we see and hear collectively. Here we consider the promises, risks, 
and urgencies of assembly at this moment, and how gathering at the theater shapes economies of time, attention, 
and experience, with the possibility of becoming more meaningfully connected. 

As a crossroads for local and visiting dance artists, ODC Theater serves as a site of generative vibrancy for 
performance. The 2019 theater season proposes imaginative worlds and strategies for our times: rituals for 
navigating uncertainty, perspectives on labor and dignity, embodied song for healing and undoing habits, and 
dance as a way of knowing. 

Onstage you’ll see new work by Katie Faulkner and Risa Jaroslow, as well as projects by Adia Whitaker and Tere 
O’Connor. Theater Unplugged brings you into the process of Larry Arrington. And this summer, the annual Walking 
Distance Dance Festival features West Coast choreographers including d. Sabela Grimes, Kinetech Arts, Barak 
Marshall, Mary Armentrout, and our flagship company, ODC/Dance. 

Additionally central to ODC Theater’s mission is a commitment to supporting the artists we grow. In 2018 we 
welcomed new resident artists who will have a creative home on this dance campus for three years to evolve their 
craft, provoke the community, and bring new performance work to life. I hope you’ll meet these artists both on 
and offstage in the coming months: Larry Arrington, Antoine Hunter, Daiane Lopes da Silva and Weidong Yang of 
Kinetech Arts, and Lauren Simpson. 

Finally, we are dedicated to the public and think of our time together as a collaboration. The ODC Theater Institute 
offers shared practice sessions with select visiting artists, offering opportunities to learn creative tools and 
techniques. ODC Theater is also excited to be part of a special partnership with Hope Mohr Dance’s The Bridge 
Project, the Merce Cunningham Trust and SFMOMA’s Open Space for Bay Area Artists Respond to Merce at 100 
this fall.

Please join us to cultivate ODC Theater as a shared enterprise of creative discovery, awareness, and respectful 
negotiation. Help us make the physical and tangible exchanges at this site potent with celebration, thought, 
curiosity, improvisation, deliberation, care, and, of course, dance.

Warmly,

Julie Potter

ODC/Dance Unplugged is a recurring platform offering a rare and candid look into the creative 
process of ODC’s choreographers. Delve into the specifics, question the process, and learn 
something new during these exclusive evenings with ODC’s creative force. In this edition of 
ODC/Dance Unplugged, we explore how a choreographer conceives of and directs singers in 
collaboration with the dancers.

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC/Dance is widely recognized for its 
rigorous technique and groundbreaking collaborations. Recent highlights include appearances 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music Next Wave Festival in New York, MODAFE Festival in Seoul 
Korea, Zellerbach Hall in Berkeley, and in past years, standing-room-only engagements in 
Europe, Russia, and Asia. ODC is known nationally for entrepreneurial savvy and was the first 
modern dance company in the United States to build a home facility, the ODC Theater. In 2005, 
ODC expanded its campus to include the ODC Dance Commons, housing ODC/Dance, ODC 
School, a Pilates studio, and a Healthy Dancers’ Clinic.

ODC/Dance Presents 

ODC/DANCE 
UNPLUGGED
FEBRUARY 1, 7PM
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Photo by Stephen Texeira

ODC Theater Presents 

KATIE FAULKNER’S 
LITTLE SEISMIC 
DANCE COMPANY
DIVINING
FEBRUARY 14-16, 8PM

How do we serve? How are we served? Who serves whom, and where do the lines blur? Asking 
these questions led Risa Jaroslow & Dancers, vocalist/composer Amy X Neuburg, and guest 
performers to create At Your Service. In this moment when greed and abuse dominate the news, 
Risa Jaroslow & Dancers look at ways in which we serve each other (or fail to do so) personally and 
professionally, with a focus on the underappreciated among us. At Your Service is dance, music, 
songs and stories that delight, edify, sometimes disturb, and ultimately help us see many of our 
fellow humans in a different light.

At Your Service is Risa Jaroslow & Dancers third presentation at ODC since Jaroslow relocated 
to the Bay Area from New York in 2013. Resist/Surrender had its west coast premiere at ODC in 
2015 and was nominated for an Isadora Duncan Dance Award as Best Revival. 

Divining examines the conditions of insecurity that compel us to develop ritualized methods for 
identifying signs, events, and omens - to furtively assign meaning to current circumstances or 
imagined futures. Sometimes resulting in ecstatic and embodied states, divination gleans deep 
and secret knowledges through meditation or prayer; connections felt to the past and to the future; 
and degrees of assurance from the belief that in the world there are answers. Through a minimal 
aesthetic, Divining - the first evening-length work by Katie Faulkner’s little seismic dance company 
- centers the body above all else, resulting in an intensely physical work, featuring a quartet of 
extraordinary Bay Area dancers.

little seismic dance company was founded by choreographer/Artistic Director Katie Faulkner 
in 2006. After its premiere performance at CounterPulse in San Francisco, Faulkner was deemed 
by Alan Ullrich, dance critic for the San Francisco Chronicle, as “a talent headed for capital letters” 
and “a choreographer we will hopefully see much more of in seasons to come” by Mary Ellen Hunt 
of IN DANCE, quickly establishing herself as a choreographer to watch within the Bay Area dance 
community. In the twelve years since, little seismic has performed nationally as part of the SCUBA 
National Touring Network and in local venues such as the Cowell Theater at Ft. Mason, Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts, ODC, CounterPulse, and in Union Square/Yerba Buena Lane as part of 
We Don’t Belong Here, a commission by Dancers’ Group for their ONSITE series in 2011.

ODC Theater Presents

RISA JAROSLOW & 
DANCERS
AT YOUR SERVICE
FEBRUARY 21-23, 8PM

Photo by Robbie Sweeny



WALKING
DISTANCE 
DANCE
FESTIVAL
May 12 - 19

The 2019 Walking Distance Dance Festival features West Coast 

choreographic voices from L.A. and the Bay in the heart of San 

Francisco’s Mission District. This edition, with outdoor and roving 

performances, as well as dance presentations across ODC’s two-

building campus, invites deep listening both within the body and across 

landscapes and public space. Join us to dip into the speculative future, 

consider biorhythms of the heart, and enjoy a playful appearance  

by a cast of canines.

“There is a space between knowing and 
intuition that is filled by the body.” 

 — BRENDA WAY, FOUNDER AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, ODC Photos by Mic Bello/EMPAC

At once a site-specific performance meditation and a technology/
embodiment puzzle, listening creates an opening asks how we listen and 
what we hear. Leading in a listening state, from a Victorian storefront 
through the alleys and parks of ODC’s Mission neighborhood, into and 
out of the ODC theater, to end looking out over the rooftops of the city at 
dusk, listening creates an opening poses the further question of what we 
do next—once we have started to hear?

Mary Armentrout Dance Theater (MADT) is a San Francisco-based 
intermedia collective that creates hybrid performance works that unravel 
simple-looking things like time, place, identity, and community back into 
the absorbing, complicated, felt, and lived things they are. MADT is the 
collaborative team of Mary Armentrout performance/video, Evelyn Ficarra 
sound/installation, and Ian Winters video/installation. listening creates 
started as a commissioned project of EMPAC, the Experimental Media 
and Performance Arts Center at RPI.

ODC Theater Presents

MARY ARMENTROUT 
DANCE THEATER
LISTENING CREATES 
AN OPENING
MAY 12-14, 6:30PM

WALKING
DISTANCE 
DANCE
FESTIVAL
May 12 - 19

SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY



ODC Theater Presents 

KINETECH ARTS
RESONANT 
FREQUENCIES
MAY 16-17, 7PM

ODC Theater Presents 

USC GLORYA 
KAUFMAN SCHOOL 
OF DANCE
MONGER by  
Barak Marshall
MAY 16-17, 7PM

Resonant Frequencies is an immersive performance with dance, poetry, and 
music. By collecting biometric data from dancers’ hearts using a low-cost 
heartbeat monitor that wirelessly transfers data to an online server in real 
time, Kinetech Arts strives to illuminate information on the essence of our 
beings, our need for intimacy, connection, trust and our most current state as 
individuals and as a community.

Founded in 2013, ODC Theater Resident Artist Kinetech Arts creates 
innovative performances that combine dance and science with the newest 
interactive technology. KA hosts weekly Open Labs, monthly Featured Artist 
Presentations, and the annual Dance Hack Festival. At Kinetech Arts, we strive 
to heal the division of communities by helping them connect, create and learn 
from each other. Ph
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Photo by Rose Eichenbaum

WALKING
DISTANCE 
DANCE
FESTIVAL
May 12 - 19

Choreographed by Barak Marshall, the former house 
choreographer of the Batsheva Dance Company 
and one of Israel’s most celebrated dance artists, 
Monger tells the story of a group of servants trapped 
in the basement of the house of an abusive mistress. 
Combining elements of Gypsy, Balkan, with classical 
and rock music, this physical theater piece explores 
the dynamics of hierarchy, power, free will, and the 
compromises one makes in order to survive. Monger 
premiered in 2008 at the Suzanne Dellal Centre and 
opened the 2008 International Tel Aviv Dance Festival.

The Glorya Kaufman School of Dance at the 
University of Southern California was established in 
2012 through a transformative gift by Glorya Kaufman. 
The hallmark of USC Kaufman – as expressed in 
its motto “The New Movement” — is a hybrid and 
collaborative approach expressed in studio practice, 
music, choreography, performance, new media and 
scholarship; where artistic preeminence is combined 
with thoughtful industry access. Since welcoming 
its inaugural class in fall of 2015, USC Kaufman has 
hosted some of the leading artistic voices in dance. 
With world-renowned faculty members and forward-
thinking collaborations, USC Kaufman is an intellectual 
hub for dance education in Southern California. Learn 
more at kaufman.usc.edu

THURSDAY, FRIDAY



Choreographed by Kimi Okada, Associate Choreographer 
of ODC/Dance and Director of ODC School, Canine 
Comfort pays tribute to the things that offer solace— 
nature, family, friends, and the unconditional love from 
dogs. Developed as a site-specific piece, Canine Comfort 
features ODC/Dance and a team of dogs.

WALKING
DISTANCE 
DANCE
FESTIVAL
May 12 - 19

WALKING
DISTANCE 
DANCE
FESTIVAL
May 12 - 19

ODC Theater Presents 

ODC/DANCE
CANINE COMFORT
MAY 18, 2 AND 6:30PM 
AND MAY 19, 6:30PM

ODC Theater Presents 

d. SABELA GRIMES
ELECTROGYNOUS
MAY 18, 3 AND 7:30PM 
AND MAY 19, 7:30PM

d. Sabela grimes, a 2014 United States Artists Rockefeller Fellow, 
is a trans-media storyteller, sonic ARKivist, movement composer 
who cultivates a devoted interest in the physical/meta-physical 
efficacies of Afribiquitous life practices. His current creative project 
ELECTROGYNOUS articulates that Black gender spectrums 
are infinite, multi-dimensional and distinct manifestations of 
wombniversal consciousness. Sabela loves pancakes, speculative 
fiction, and his KinFolk. 

Through a synthesis of ancient AfroFuturistic soundscapes, 
video projection, and kinetic poetics, ELECTROGYNOUS 
circulates speculative realities that counter historically 
imposed notions of femininity and masculinity. Imagining 
the inclusion of liberated Black bodies at the center of 
the work’s “now,” ELECTROGYNOUS renders a dynamic 
testament to the multiple worlds that Black people 
simultaneously inhabit.

Photo by Gema GalianaPhoto by Yvonne M. Portra

SATURDAY, SUNDAY



Delight in the fervor of summer with a sampling 
of what ODC has to offer. From full company 
pieces to solos to collaborating choreographers, 
experience the breadth of ODC’s flagship 
company in their intimate home space.

ODC/Dance Presents

SUMMER  
SAMPLER
JULY 26 & 27 AND
AUG 2 & 3, 8PM
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This summer brings the 9th iteration of Imagery’s celebrated SKETCH Series, an 
annual creative laboratory which provides a safe place for risk-taking in ballet-based 
choreography. During an intensive 5-week rehearsal period, three choreographers 
will each create a new ballet for the eight dancers of Amy Seiwert’s Imagery. Original 
works by Amy Seiwert, Artistic Fellow Ben Needham-Wood, and Chicago based 
choreographer Stephanie Martinez explore new potentials on utilizing projection as a 
theatrical lighting source, stepping out of the traditional mindset of how to light a ballet.

Amy Seiwert’s Imagery expands the definition of ballet by exploding preconceptions 
of what ballet is and can be. Imagery’s artists share the belief that through 
collaboration and experimentation, vibrant and courageous ideas are expressed. 
The company actively fosters an environment of risk, and habitual reactions are 
discouraged.

Amy Seiwert’s Imagery  and ODC Theater Co-Present

SKETCH 9 | PERSPECTIVE
JUNE 17-20, 8PM

Photo by David DeSilva
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ODC Theater Unplugged, is a recurring platform offering a rare and candid look into the creative process. 
This edition features a work in progress by ODC Theater Resident Artist Larry Arrington called No Quarter, a 
folk dance that looks at the shadow side and spiritual underpinnings of eurocentric cultural tenets through a 
long lens of time. Notions of gods branch from the residue of these tenets. Sifting through consequences of 
time, Arrington is considering at archetypes of power and paternity. She is using Astrological time, not only as 
a deeply held personal practice but also as a tool to track the western notions of objectivity. The ideological 
movement from the many to one span the the Hellenistic Era, rise of monotheism, to the Copernican Revolution 
and the Enlightenment, to today. 

ODC Theater Resident Artist Larry Arrington is a dance-artist working in hybrids of idea and practice. Her work 
in dance (time/space/body/whole) pivots around a desire to orient towards the capacities within each of us—
capacities that can glimpse unseen and unutterable horizons. Her body is her life and her life is her work.

Have K(NO!)w Fear: A Bluessical is an undoing spell that wants to untie all the knots that choke 
the future. It’s a kinesthetic reimagining of ritual dance theater as an action of protest, prayer, 
and healing. Bridging the impact that natural disasters, systematic oppression, brutality, 
forced migration, dislocation, power, and privilege continue to have on the minds, hearts, and 
voices of so many with the “talk”, this a ten-chapter story tale waxes and wanes between the 
satirical and serious. Ase Dance Theatre Collective petitions ancestors and invites audiences 
to witness a world where embodied culture speaks, sings and moves without fear.

Àse Dance Theatre Collective is a neo-folkloric performance ensemble that specializes in 
Dance Theater from the African Diaspora. Under the artistic direction of Adia Tamar Whitaker, 
a dancer/choreographer and vocalist from San Francisco, this Brooklyn based collective links 
contemporary and traditional dance theater to conceptual ideas in the human experience.

ODC Theater Presents 

THEATER 
UNPLUGGED
WITH LARRY 
ARRINGTON 
AUGUST 29, 8PM

ODC Theater Presents

ÀSE DANCE 
THEATRE 
COLLECTIVE
HAVE K(NO!)W 
FEAR: A BLUESSICAL
OCTOBER, 17-19, 8PM
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HMD’s Bridge Project presents Bay Area Artists in Conversation with Merce at 
100 a collaboration with the Merce Cunningham Trust, ODC Theater, and SFMOMA’s 
Open Space as part of the international celebration of the Cunningham centennial. 
The Bay Area Merce project will commission ten Bay Area artists from diverse 
disciplines and backgrounds to study with former Cunningham dancers Rashaun 
Mitchell and Silas Riener and create new works of art in response. These works will be 
presented alongside excerpts of Cunningham repertory by Bay Area dancers. The ten 
commissioned Bay Area artists are: Alex Escalante, Christy Funsch, Dazaun Soleyn, 
Sophia Wang, Sofia Cordova, Jenny Odell, Danishta Rivero, Julie Moon, Maxe Crandall, 
and Nicole Peisl.

HMD’s Bridge Project approaches curating as a form of community organizing to 
facilitate equity-driven cultural conversations that cross discipline, geography, and 
perspective.

Hope Mohr Dance/The Bridge Project and ODC Theater Co-Present  

BAY AREA ARTISTS IN CONVERSATION WITH MERCE AT 100
NOVEMBER 8-9, 8PM

Photo of Dazaun Soleyn, one of ten artists commissioned  
to respond to the legacy of Merce Cunningham.  
Photo by Robbie Sweeny.

ODC Theater Presents

TERE O’CONNOR 
DANCE
LONG RUN
NOVEMBER 14-16, 8PM

Long Run (2017) pushes the emotional content of O’Connor’s movement to new 
physical extremes, allowing time-based elements like polyrhythms, velocity and 
duration to become major forces in the work, overtaking the eight performers as 
they struggle to bring their bodies into a state of calm.

Tere O’Connor’s choreography finds its logic outside of “translation,” operating 
in a sub-linguistic area of expression. He views dance as a system with its 
own properties; an abstract documentary form that doesn’t depict or explain. 
O’Connor’s collaborators constitute a family of artists dedicated to expanding the 
potency of dance as a serious art form. Meaning is arrived at in collaboration with 
the audience with dance’s endlessly diverse, open-ended, and referential scope. Ph
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Larry Arrington by Margo Moritz

ODC Theater Resident  
Artist Program
The Resident Artist Program at ODC Theater 
is designed to offer a crucial developmental 
opportunity for Bay Area artists with 
an active recent history of creation and 
presentation. ODC’s three-year commitment 
to selected participants includes artistic 
commissions, creative space, choreographic 
and a broad spectrum of business and 
administrative mentorship, an annual 
retreat, technical residencies, and preview 
performances.

M E E T T H E  R ES I D E N T A RT I S T S :

Larry Arrington is a dance-artist working 
in hybrids of idea and practice. Her work 
in dance pivots around a desire to orient 
towards the capacities within each of us—
capacities that can glimpse unseen and 
unutterable horizons. Her body is her life and 
her life is her work. See her latest dance in 
development at ODC Theater Unplugged, 
August 29.

Bay Area native, Antoine Hunter is the 
founder/artistic director of Urban Jazz 
Dance Company. As an award-winning 
African-American Deaf choreographer, 
dancer, instructor, speaker and Deaf 
advocate, he is the producer of the Bay Area 
International Deaf Dance Festival. Catch 
these festival performances during the 
summer of 2019.

Kinetech Arts, composed of the duo Daiane 
Lopes da Silva and Weidong Yang, works 
at the intersection of dance, science, and 
technology. Visit their weekly Wednesday 
open Kinetech Lab at ODC and watch them 
perform Resonant Frequencies during the 
2019 Walking Distance Dance Festival, 
May 16 and 17.

Lauren Simpson is a choreographer, 
performer, and teacher. Her evolving 
body of work, Still Life Dances, a series of 
movement studies based on 19th century 
still life paintings will make its next premiere 
at Minnesota Street Project in May, with 
commissioning support from ODC Theater.

“The theater is at once a superb 
asset to Bay Area dance;  
it’s impossible not to wish  
it well.”

- NEW YORK TIMES
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ODC Theater Institute
The ODC Theater Institute is a series of 
shared practice sessions with season  
artists. Meet the artists offstage and learn 
the techniques, creative tools and strategies 
they employ. Workshop information can  
be found on the artist project pages at  
odc.dance.

ODC Dance Stories
Visit odc.dance/stories by ODC Writer in 
Residence Marie Tollon for a collection of 
writing about ODC and the world of dance. 
You can also subscribe online to receive the 
articles directly to your inbox.

ODC Theater Lobby Gallery Exhibitions
Visual art curated in concert with artists 
performing at ODC Theater.

Join the cast
We’re looking for intrepid dance lovers to 
support choreographic voices and new 
performance work. Our membership is a gift 
to ODC Theater, helping us to underwrite 
our programs, from artist residencies and 
commissions, to performances and public 
programs. Now you can pledge your loyalty 
and enthusiasm for dance as a monthly 
subscriber and gain access to gatherings 
with artists and culture lovers, gated 
content, and other perks. Learn more online.

Donate
Ensure dance continues to have a home  
in San Francisco by donating.
odc.dance/theatergive

Public Engagement 
at ODC Theater

Get Involved and Support 
ODC Theater
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ODC Theater Rental Program
The B. Way Theater can accommodate a variety of performances and events. Ideal for 
lectures, meetings, celebrations, company retreats, large presentations, and more, our 
beautiful exposed brick space comes complete with a large screen projector, wireless mics, 
professional technical support, and specialized theater lighting. For event and performance 
rental inquiries, email nick@odc.dance or call 415/549.8509.

Opportunity Fund at ODC Theater
ODC Theater partners with the Fleishhacker Foundation and the Kenneth Rainin Foundation 
to support self-producing artists through scholarship subsidies for performances presented  
at ODC Theater’s main stage. The 2019 awardees selected by ODC Theater are:

Alma Esperanza Cunningham and Joe Landini 
March 1-2, 2019 at 7pm

Chuck Wilt 
March 8-9, 2019 at 7:30pm

Garth Grimball and Heather Stockton 
March 15-16, 2019 at 8pm

Katie Florez 
March 21-23, 2019 at 8pm

Deborah Slater 
March 28-30, 2019 at 8pm

Amy Foley 
April 5-6, 2019 at 8pm

Alyssandra Katherine Wu 
April 11-13, 2019 at 8pm

Annie Kahane 
April 25, 2019 at 7pm & April 26-27, 2019 at 8pm

About
ODC Theater is part of ODC’s vibrant constellation of programs alongside ODC/Dance and 
ODC School, and exists to empower and develop innovative artists. It participates in the 
creation of new works through commissioning, presenting, mentorship, and space access; it 
develops informed, engaged and committed audiences; and advocates for the performing arts 
as an essential component to the economic and cultural development of our community. This 
170-seat venue is the site of more than 150 performances a year involving nearly 1,000 local, 
regional, national and international artists.

Since 1976, ODC Theater has been the mobilizing force behind countless San Francisco 
artists and the foothold for national and international touring artists seeking debut in the 
Bay Area. The Theater, founded by Brenda Way and currently under the direction of Julie 
Potter, has earned its place as a cultural incubator by dedicating itself to creative change-
makers, those leaders who give the Bay Area its unmistakable definition and flair. Nationally 
known artists Spaulding Gray, Diamanda Galas, Bill T. Jones, Eiko & Koma, Ronald K. Brown/
EVIDENCE, Karole Armitage, Sarah Michelson, Brian Brooks, and John Heginbotham are 
among those whose first San Francisco appearance occurred at ODC Theater.

Tickets
For complete information, including tickets and pricing, visit odc.dance or call the ODC Theater 
Box Office at 415/863.9834.
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ODC Theater
3153 17th St
San Francisco, CA 94110

ODC Theater exists to empower and develop innovative artists. It participates 
in the creation of new works through commissioning, presenting, mentorship, 
and space access; it develops informed, engaged, and committed audiences; 
and advocates for the performing arts as an essential component to the 
economic and cultural development of our community. This 170-seat 
venue is the site of over 150 performances a year, involving nearly 1,000 
local, regional, national, and international artists.

For complete information, including tickets and pricing, visit odc.dance or  
call 415/863.9834


