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ODC Theater Presents
Theater Unplugged
with Katie Faulkner

Divining
 Choreography 

 Katie Faulkner in collaboration with the dancers
  

 Music and Sound Design
Ben Juodvalkis 

with additional tracks by the Alabama Sacred Harp Singers and Mirko Muni
   

Performers
Arletta Anderson, Alex Carrington, Molly Heller, Chinchin Hsu, 

Tara MacArthur, Suzette Sagisi

Special thanks to Elle Jansen, the University of San Francisco and UC Berkeley dance programs, 
the Shawl-Anderson Dance Center’s AIR Program, and Julie Potter/ODC Theater. This presentation 

was made possible in part by the Zellerbach Family Foundation.

A Note from Katie Faulkner, Choreographer
Thank you so much for coming to the work-in-progress presentation of Divining, an evening-length 
dance work set to premiere here at ODC Theater, February 14-16, 2019. Being performed this 
evening are our earliest investigations centered around the parallel practices of divining, dowsing, 
prospecting, and religious ritual. Underpinning my interest in these phenomena is a deep curiosity 
about our uniquely human need to cope with the unknowable in ways both poetic and fervent. 

Of the many possible uses of the word, divining refers to a ritualized process wherein insight and/or 
valuable, hidden materials/treasures may be discovered. Cultures around the world have developed 
eclectic and imaginative methods for reading signs, events, omens, even bodies, to ascribe meaning 
to or prophesize about their current circumstances and imagined futures. Like many religious 
practices, these efforts seem to arise from the need to organize and make meaning from the 
insecure, unpredictable and mysterious experience of being alive.

This work seeks to examine both the state of insecurity that compels us to ritualize behavior as well 
as the range of states that emerge in response to ritual itself: the altered, mystical or ecstatic state; 
the contemplative quiet of meditation or prayer; the connections felt to the past and to the future; 
and the degrees of assurance or “rightness” that come from the belief that these practices provide 
answers.

I hope you will join us after the showing for a discussion about the ways the work is emerging. I would 
love your feedback about this early research and am curious to hear your own thoughts about, and 
experiences with, practices of this kind. Thank you for being here and for supporting the creative 
process in all of its mystery.

ABOUT ODC THEATER
MISSION AND IMPACT:

ODC Theater exists to empower and develop innovative artists. It participates in the creation of new 
works through commissioning, presenting, mentorship, and space access; it develops informed, 
engaged, and committed audiences; and advocates for the performing arts as an essential 
component to the economic and cultural development of our community. The Theater is the site 
of over 150 performances a year involving nearly 1,000 local, regional, national, and international 
artists.

Since 1976, ODC Theater has been the mobilizing force behind countless San Francisco artists 
and the foothold for national and international touring artists seeking debut in the Bay Area. Our 
Theater, founded by Brenda Way and currently under the direction of Julie Potter, has earned its 
place as a cultural incubator by dedicating itself to creative change-makers, those leaders who give 
our region its unmistakable definition and flare. Nationally known artists Spaulding Gray, Diamanda 
Galas, Molissa Fenley, Bill T. Jones, Eiko & Koma, Ronald K. Brown/EVIDENCE, Ban Rarra, and 
Karole Armitage are among those whose first San Francisco appearance occurred at ODC Theater.

ODC Theater is part of a two-building campus dedicated to supporting every stage of the artistic 
lifecycle-conceptualization, creation, and performance. This includes our flagship company, ODC/
Dance, and our School, in partnership with Rhythm and Motion Dance Workout down the street at 
351 Shotwell. More than 200 classes are offered weekly and your first adult class is $5. For more 
information on ODC Theater and all its programs please visit: odc.dance

SUPPORT:

ODC Theater is supported in part by the following foundations and agencies: 
Grants for the Arts/San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund, Anonymous Foundation Partner, New England 
Foundation for the Arts / National Dance Project, The Koret Foundation, Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, Wells Fargo Foundation, National Endowment 
for the Arts, San Francisco Arts Commission, MAP Fund, The Kenneth Rainin Foundation, William 
& Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Zellerbach Family Foundation, Sam Mazza Foundation, and The 
Fleishhacker Foundation. 

ODC Theater is a proud member of Association of Performing Arts Presenters, California 
Presenters, Dance USA, Dancers’ Group.

ODC Theater relies on the generous support of donors like you. 
To give to ODC Theater, visit odc.dance/givetheater  
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